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Mr. Tofeon 
Mr. Bnufffar 
rhief Cirrk 
Tdr, Cleg^ff. 
Mr« CofTey , 
Mr Mid ward 
Mr. Bgan .. 


•i'“' ^ ^ I received your kind reply of June llth to my lette r,''&nc. 

/«Lng the crimes of violence perpetrated by the Black fcgi'on. I have aS ,han. 
^Work and Functions of the Federal Bureau of Investiglbion— among tl%*ilte 
■you so kindly sent me last year while I was in Montredtrtt gives 1be,aam' 
jKormation contained in your letter. 

‘^ L^It ma y turn out that Senator Vandenburg will be Instrumental in-: 

-N evidence to' the Bureau that the Black Legion will bear investi^i( 
of the violation of the Civil Rights Statute. Certainly this 
^,a far greater meance to our rights and security than the gangstlrsf2^SaJ> 
to the- Senator; I know that he has already given time to the mi ttex- 
V >^The newspapers carried the happy- announcement that the agents of t.hP V''* 
® will be eligible for a pension when they reach the retirement age . *Bo od ~ n t 
^ If and when the time comes for advocating a raise in salary for your asstfi 

■a"' 1 hope it will be my privilege to do my modest, tiny bit to contact ti}e‘ % 

0 men in Congress. Youw own well deserved raise in pay is a matter for congi 

J atlon. God spped you and your men in your work. I do not fail to pray eve: 

\ morning in ny Holy Mass that you will succeed in your official duties. Go 
^ you liiy good man. ^ ^ j v -RKcaRDED & INDEXED 

V’i ^pcerely you^^ J. 
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* Kelly, ^ C 


Kelly.:. 
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FLDLIIALCIJKLAUOF iNVbSTIGA* 

■ JUL 6 103 C I jiB, A M, 

P.S, 'I follow your fine aOTicles every montht 
American Mag^^ne. 
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federal 's members of the Black Legion, 
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Sincerely yours , 
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■ ROX C. McHMiRI 
Attorney and Counsellor .. 

Suite 601-4, ^-99 Collier St., 
•Si;ighamton, N*l, > 
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federal; Btpreau of ‘ Investigation/ ^ ^ ; - - , ^ \ f “ .* 

Department' of Justice, r‘ ^ ; .i *■'• " ' ' 

! " ‘ 'v;>'.':vr., ., : 

wish to thank- you ’ 't'p;‘ '*- 

▼ery-ttucb ‘for.^lie/copy^of,^''^ o^^.^ingerprlnts''. and the > </• 

’^^pamphiets''”Thjs'i’ederal':*Bui^au ofr Ihvesti^atl6n" and'^"The .Selection ' 'i/ 

.‘^L^vand Training of personal '!, which! I hav.e read With A great deal of . -■ , ., ■ % 

1*a'inter.st. ■■.«,’■-•■«.:- " i j-Y n-' f:l :■■ 

’ /• ■’•'The Bureau has certeii^y made .wonderful ‘strides since I*-'..' ^ ‘ 

. isr;.,: was on .-the’vjob, ‘in -tJie ‘traininH^of fBgents.% 'If remember one man who' . u v / 


‘When 1 was in charge" of , the’ Scranton office, we used to do a little 
^ practice shooting, wi-th pis-tols and revolvers, when we got a chance, 
j!, but our supply ofy- amniuhltion was liml-ted and we had to tack or targets 
' tp fence posts.' ' • '■ ' ' , 


.V‘/ 

f'. j- 


't>f‘'*7^rltmrt*put the’ quie the" p:rosecution at Trenton, but the last I ' 

’• u. =. knew, the guns were still in -the cus-body of the S.> Attorney at 
i‘, Newark and it was altogether unlikely that, anybody w;ould claim them 
' t and. run -the risk of being indicted. 

^ ‘ According^ to -the papers, the Bureau is to ge out after 

ivi the Bl ack Region . ’&■ It sound "good but'-'T? can't figure out what Federal 
.(» '*v statute thsy can be '’prosecuted under. ' I studied a similar proposition 
with a'view t^ prosecuting the ’Communists, when I was in, the Criminal 
ifjiWWvlBloD, and came to the conslucion it couldn't be done under existing 
,viilr‘‘law. ''If members of the organization go from one e-tate to another, to 


avoid prosecution for an offense enumerated in the R e d e r t 
they might be got that way, perhaps. . f j 

• ‘ REnnirnF.n iNni^yRn '0.'*^ 1 




‘ ^ ' y ' At present ■ people^^olml'^ier^^ are ^t; 'viola tin^fc VF^u ' 

~* up. before Wsihcfl aloilig la April 7'.' 

7.!' ? j . '■■'ir^Thankihg you agedn'^Xcr i‘ the paraiAiletB,M|. remain, i;,’ •/ 

‘i 0 l9'3Si ^s^cerdy your., -^,V^&p/^/ 





JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
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^uresu of ^nftesl^stii 

^ ^cptrtmcni of 3tafta / 

June 15, 1936. ^ ( 


BIEMORAKDOM FOR MR. TOLSON. 


c,^ 

■•- • ;;: t * J, 


Hr^Sckoppeglia telephoned and stated that 
he contemplated several articles on theO* Blaek Legion" and 
wanted to know If any data could be furnished by the Bureau. 
I informed him that this was a purely local matter; that 
there was no federal violation involved and, therefore, the 
Bureau had no Information concerning the "Black Legion." 

Respectfully, 


T. P. Quinn. 
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Respect fullyi.tfi^td to 


Mr- Ed«r*rde 


^/\i_£agar Hoover, L»6gro^;;;-; 

^fBxireau of Invest igatlo 

j Department of Justice ^ 

5( V/ash ington, D» C. Mr.Reuii 
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-^^f.- ^^^^0«eaB*'1tO' me:';that our^ fatbera' are turning 'a <^0t 

(!* ' ,> ear to^itj ili^lt beroauae'of *= 1 ^ eoaing elections or because of th^ 

V pending a^Jouriuiai't of' Coug^assT It seeas to ne to be Internatlc^al 
. ^in soope*\?JIs'^bere any talk about it In WasblngtonT There is 
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le Blactj^egion ! 


Unite Against Reaction and Fascisi 


To The People: 


I Startli g revelations have taken place these last few 
^ daysl Ah organization of night riders, vigilanteSt murder- 
^ cjs\ bombers, and arsonists have been exposed. In Wayne 
f County, Michigan, this organization had its beginnings and 
numbered thousands of members. However, it claims to be 

a NATIQNAL MOVEMENT WITH BRANCHES IN CQN- 
' NECTICliT AND MASSACHUSETTS AS WELL. IT IS 
‘ THEREFORE A STATE AND NATIONAL MENACE TO ^ 
THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTRY. 




r The **Black Legion** is blood brother to the Ku Klux 
Klan, of Hitler in Germany, and Mussolini in^Italy. 

If The “Black Legion** murc^ered dozens of men. One 

) ' was a W.P.A. worker — a Protestant who was married to eT 
rCatholic girl.* He opposed the Black Legion.* It is claimed 
Hhat the Black Legion burned Father Coughlin’s ChurcR. It 
Jls claimecJ that the Black Legion* was responsible for killing 
woilter in Lincoln Park, Michigan, who was a (inn believer 
[in trade unionism. 

The * Black Legion** is ANTI COMMUNIST, ANTl- 
:ATH0UC, anti JEWISH, and ANTI-NEGRO. So is 
tic Ku Klux Klan. So is Hitler in Germany. Last week, 
^Hitler arrested 50 nulls and friars — and is sending them to 
boncentration camps together with Socialists, Communists, 

| JcW8, and trade unionists. * 

ihc *^lack Legion** was preparing to set up an open 
Jeactionary, *(^scist dictatorship in America. It was going 
lo smash and wipe out DEMOCRACY. 

How does it come about that Republican candidates for 
>ffice in the State of Michigan SPOKE BEFORE 
5RANCHES OF THE BLACK LEGION? 

How does it come about that McCrea, Wayne County 
prosecutor, a Republican— SIGNED A MEMBI.RSHIP 
:ARD in this SINISTER. MURDEROUS OUTFIT? 

The facts and connections of this ifiurdcr gang are so 
iarming, that ALL WORKERS. FARMERS, middle 
iS PEOPLE. REGARDUiiS OF RACE. RELIGION. 
►REED OR POLITICAL VIEWS, MUST BE AWAKENED 
THE DANCERS THAT BESET US! • 

These Hitlerite storm troops^ are a raenace to all liherty- 
Jving people, There is no doij^bt that these dup:>cs wlio 
>ught a black gown and skull cap for $J,50 (cost 75 icr*ts) 
^cre being used as tools by higher ups. WE ML ST 

Demand to know what were the cowi r. 
Ions between THt black LLcfON and ihl 

’tN-SyOP ML’LTI-MILLIONAIRL AUTO BARONS? ' 

aie the finunci.t) b;»ckers of this fascist mox’^mont in 
^TTierica? 


like the Black Legion, stand for cTestruction of the i 
movetnenr The^, like the Black Ugion. stand fori 
pression of all freedontj of speech, press, and assemb( 
They hke the Black Legion, stand for racial and relj 

atred. They and the Black Legion are plotting to se 
r United Sates. KNOW 

father by THE CHILD I * • 

are the real Night Riders, the organizers] 
^hnancial backers ^of budding American fascism! And ] 
political party is the same as that of the BlackT^nS 
Republican Party of Landon and Knox and Vandenl 
and Hoover. 

We must be ever vi^ilantl THE PRICE OF LIBEI 

^^URNAL vigilance, said the immortal The 
Jefferson. We must be ON GUARD constantly. 

DEMAND Action by roosevelt, gumming^ 

AND CONGRESS 

Demand the Roosevelt administration use* the Bill 
. Rights to protect the minorities against whom the B| 
Legion has directed its terror. • 

Demand that Roosevelt set Attorney General 
min«gs and J. Edgar Hoover into action agains 
nappers and murderers of the poor. 

Instead of wasting $50,000 investigating thT 
people s rnovement for the Townsend Plan (pld age ,, 
sions) the 'greatest need of the moment is to expose bef 
the world the Black Legion — its murderous activities, j 
supporters! Demand an immediate Congressional inves'ti 
lion and action by the Department of Justice against I 
murder band who is operating in fifteen to twenty-J 
states. ' 

We, the Communist Party, call upon all people. ProtJ 
ant. Catholic. Jewish, and Negro workers to U.NITE ^ 
DEFEAT REACTION! 

We urge ell labor and progressive organizations to i» 
immediately resoltitions to President *RooseveIt, AUorl 
General Cummings and to Congress demanding fedc 
action. * * ^ 

Drf'-.it the I. anflons-H^’ar't-I .iberty I^Aigucrs who woj 
do legally what the Black Legion is trying*tocdo illegall] 

WIPE OUT RACE HATRED, ANTI-SEMITISM, AI 
RELIGIOUS Dn?FERENCE.S! • ‘ 

UNITE FOR BETTER CONDITiONS! • 

■* ♦ ^ j 

Srnas!) iIh- Bj;ick*Lc^Hon! ExposiC its backers? Ubite 1 
1 HiU it people's movement against fascism and war — bu] 

the I AHMLR LABOR PARTYl 
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Ur. Eoover, 

Chief, Division of Investigation, 

De.-artraent of Justice, 

TTashlngt on* D . C . 

L'{jr dear Ur, Hoover: 

^ A few days ago I was interviewed "by 
lir. Betra3n*nopper whose letter I am inclosing to you. 

He has advised me that he has in his possess^n 
secret inf ormti on regarding the work of thg^ lack Leg ion 
and other alien forces that are at the present tirad at 
work es&lnst Pi'osident Fi’anklin D.Eoosevelt. I 
thought you would he rendering a commendable service 
if you would request one of your representatives 
In the City of II 0 W York to send for Mr, Hopper and see 
what information he iias to give to you that might he 
utilised by your Department. 


I beg to remain. 


With every good and kind wish to you, 


Veiy sincerely yours. 
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